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Lemonade Stand

Characters:

By: Kate Tayler

(Please note that all characters are written with they/them pronouns.
They can be left that way or adapted to match the gender identity of the
actor or at the director’s discretion.)

THEO (any pronouns, any race/ethnicity): A 9-year-old who just
moved into the neighborhood and wants more than anything to
make a friend to bounce their favorite bouncy ball with. They have
undiagnosed ADHD which makes Theo very friendly and excitable
and determined, but not always the most organized or focused.
PARKER (any pronouns, any race/ethnicity): A 9-year-old who’s
lived in the neighborhood for their whole life and has run a
lemonade stand for the past two summers. Parker is bossy and is
very particular and precise with running their lemonade stand.
CHARLIE (any pronouns, any race/ethnicity): A 9-year old who’s
lived in the neighborhood for most of their life. Charlie loves to
sing and dance and dreams of being a Broadway star. Charlie is
very talkative and bubbly.
QUINN (any pronouns, any race/ethnicity): A 9-year-old who’s
lived in the neighborhood for their whole life. Quinn loves learning
about and sharing their knowledge of the solar system with
others! Quinn always has a planet squishy ball with them. Quinn is
autistic and as a result, doesn’t stray from their routine often, if
ever. Quinn wants to make friends, but is afraid of approaching
new people.
JAMIE (any pronouns, any race/ethnicity): A 9-year-old who’s
lived in the neighborhood for their whole life and loves basketball.
Jamie is never seen without a basketball. They’re competitive,
confident, and always stand up for what’s right.
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Scene One
It’s a hot morning in June in an Ohio suburb.

Theo enters, carrying an oversized bouncy ball and
addresses the audience.
THEO: (to audience) Phewww. It’s hot! The perfect day
to come out and play!

Theo begins bouncing their oversized bouncy ball.
They are clumsy and frequently miss catching the ball.
THEO: (to audience) My mom told me to get rid of this
ball when we were packing, but I snuck it into our new
house in my backpack. She said, “Theo, you always
make a ruckus with that thing.” “Theo, put that thing
away and do your homework!” But I think my ball is a
whole lot more fun than homework. Anything is more
fun than h
 omework.

Theo bounces the ball some more, catching it once
perfectly and becoming immensely proud of
themselves.
THEO: (to audience) YESSSS! Did you see that? I caught
it. I’ve been getting better at catching recently. I didn’t
use to be so good at catching, but I started bouncing it

back and forth with my best friend back in my old
town and I got SO much better at it. (pauses) I wish I
had a friend here to bounce with.

Theo bounces the ball again, sadly, humming or
maybe singing to themselves.
Parker enters, carrying materials for their lemonade
stand (perhaps a crate of lemons?)
Suddenly, Theo’s ball bounces over and hits Parker,
knocking some materials out of Parker’s arms.
PARKER: Hey! Watch out! You made me drop my
lemons!
THEO: I’m sorry! I didn’t mean to! My ball ran away
from me. Here, let me help you--

Theo and Parker bump into each other, knocking more
things out of Parker’s arms.
PARKER: Just leave it! I’ll get it. You’re only making
things worse.
THEO: No, really! I can help!
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Theo knocks the remaining items out of Parker’s arms
in an attempt to help.
PARKER: Ugh! This is great. Just great! Now
everything’s all dirty and I’m gonna be late. Move out
of the way! I need to clean this up.

Theo backs away and retrieves their ball, while Parker
gathers their things.
THEO: I’m really sorry. I didn’t mean to knock your
things down. I was trying to catch my ball and I’m
getting better at it--really I am! I’m so much better than
I used to be. I used to almost never catch it, but now I
can catch it...well, most of the time. But sometimes it
just...runs away!
PARKER: Yeah? Well, keep practicing. You could use it.
But please practice somewhere far far away from me.
Now I have to go or I’m going to be late!
THEO: Wait! Where are you going? We could bounce it
together! Then I’d get better for sure!
PARKER: I don’t have time to bounce. I have a serious
business to run, and y
 ou’re making me late from
opening it.

THEO: A business? That’s so cool! What kind of
business?
PARKER: For your information, I run a lemonade stand.
My lemonade stand is the best lemonade stand in this
neighborhood. My lemonade stand is the best
lemonade stand in the town! And my lemonade stand
might just be the best lemonade stand in the whole
world!
THEO: Wow! A lemonade stand! That sounds soooooo
fun! Can I help you run your lemonade stand?
PARKER: First of all, it’s not f un, it’s v
 ery serious. This is
my j ob. Absolutely not. It’s MY lemonade stand, and
you just knocked all my lemons down. I’m not letting
you mess it up any more.
THEO: Well can I at least come hang out with you?
Please?? Maybe we can bounce together while you run
your lemonade stand.
PARKER: No way! I don’t even know who you are and
you’ve already made me (checks their watch) TWO
MINUTES LATE!
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THEO: I’m Theo! What’s your name? If I know your
name and you know my name, then we won’t be
strangers anymore and we can hang out at your
lemonade stand!
PARKER: No, no, no! Stay away from my lemonade
stand, Theo. Every morning I open my lemonade stand
at 11 am sharp! Not 11:01 am, not 11:02 am, and
now--now it’s already 11:03 am! This is a serious
business and you would just mess it all up. Now I really
have to go!

Parker begins to head over to their lemonade stand,
pushing past Theo.
THEO: But wait! You never even told me your name!
PARKER: (without pausing or looking back at Theo) It’s
Parker.

Theo watches Parker set up their lemonade stand and
slumps back down to talk to the audience.
THEO: (to audience) Well that was rude…

Theo bounces their ball in small motions.

THEO: (to audience) I didn’t mean to knock down
Parker’s lemons and I even said I was sorry! I didn’t see
Parker coming at all and then my ball went and
messed everything up. There goes my chance of
making any friends.

At this point, Parker has opened the lemonade stand
for the day. It’s a very regimented operation. Each cup
of lemonade is $1 and the customers are efficiently
ushered through paying, receiving the cup, and then
swiftly being encouraged to leave. Charlie enters,
perhaps humming or singing or dancing their way over
to the lemonade stand to buy lemonade. As soon as
Charlie gets their lemonade, they exit as ushered by
Parker.
THEO: Parker’s probably gonna tell all the other kids
about what a mess I made. Now I’ll never make any
friends.

Next, Quinn enters, noticeably drawn into themselves
and quiet. They carry a small squish-ball that’s a
replica of the planet Mercury. Quinn reluctantly gets
their lemonade and exits.
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THEO: Look at all the friends Parker has at the
lemonade stand! I bet any of them would bounce a ball
with Parker any day.

Finally, Jamie enters, dribbling a basketball on their
way in, and approaches the lemonade stand. Parker
stops Jamie in their tracks and demands the
basketball be stilled before getting any closer to the
lemonade stand. Jamie carries the ball, gets the
lemonade, and exits.
THEO: I wish I had a lemonade stand. Then maybe kids
would come and want to be MY friend. Wait a
minute...that’s it! ( Theo springs up.) If Parker won’t let
me go to their lemonade stand, then I’ll make my own.
If Parker’s friends get thirsty after they finish Parker’s
lemonade, I can make lemonade for them and they
can be my friends too!

Theo goes to exit, nearly forgetting their bouncy ball.
THEO: Oops! Can’t forget this! Oh, I can’t wait to make
a lemonade stand!

Theo exits.

Scene Two
The next morning.

Theo enters carrying a haphazard collection of
lemonade stand materials and of course, their bouncy
ball. Parker is already setting up their lemonade stand.
Theo addresses the audience, still holding all the
materials.
THEO: (to audience) Well it took a lot of convincing, but
my mom said I could make a lemonade stand! I think I
have all the right stuff? What do you need to make
lemonade again? ( at this point, Theo may accept
audience suggestions if they’re given, but they should
not solicit them from anyone in particular to single
them out. If none are tossed out, Theo should list
them.) Lemons….water….sugar…..ice? And of course, a
cup to put it in!

Parker finishes setting up and opens up shop for the
day. Theo notices.
THEO: Oh no! If I want Parker’s friends to get my
lemonade after they get some from Parker, I better get
set up!
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Theo flips the box they’re carrying everything in and
turns it into a lemonade stand. They begin setting up.
It’s clumsy and disorganized.
Again, Charlie enters first, humming or singing or
dancing their way over to the lemonade stand to buy
lemonade. As soon as Charlie gets their lemonade,
they exit as ushered by Parker.

Finally, Jamie enters, dribbling a basketball on their
way in, and approaches the lemonade stand. Parker
gives Jamie a sharp look and Jamie stills their
basketball. Jamie carries the ball and gets the
lemonade.
Theo tries the hardest to wave them over.
THEO: Lemonade! I have lemonade!

Theo tries to wave them over, but they don’t see.
THEO: No! Don’t go! Don’t you want more lemonade?

Quinn enters, noticeably drawn into themselves and
quiet. They carry a small squish-ball that’s a replica of
the planet Venus. Quinn reluctantly gets their
lemonade.
Theo tries even harder to wave them over.
THEO: Hey! I have lemonade when you’re done! Come
get some and maybe we can hang out--

Quinn notices Theo and gets flustered. Quinn exits
quickly.
THEO: Oh no! I didn’t mean to scare them off…

Jamie doesn’t notice and exits with basketball and
lemonade in hand.
THEO: Oh no. They didn’t even notice me!

Parker closes up shop and begins packing.
Theo looks to them and sadly does the same. Once
they’ve finished, they set it down and address the
audience again.
THEO: (to audience) I set up my own lemonade stand
since Parker wouldn’t let me hang out with them at
their lemonade stand, but no one came! Parker’s
friends didn’t notice me and the one person that did
notice me got scared and ran away. I still have no one
to bounce my ball with and no one wanted any of my
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lemonade. I wonder if there’s a way to get their
attention tomorrow…

Theo dashes offstage, almost forgetting their
lemonade stand items, energized with a new idea.

Scene Three
The next morning.

Parker enters and begins setting up their lemonade
stand for the day. They are methodical and precise in
their setup.
For a moment, there is no sign of Theo.
Theo enters in an absolutely ridiculous outfit, carrying
their lemonade stand materials clumsily and setting
them up quickly before coming to address the
audience.
THEO: (to audience, gesturing wildly to outfit) What do
you think? (Another instance of allowing space for the
audience to respond, but without singling anyone out.)
This is my a
 ttention-grabbing outfit! When I’m wearing
this, they won’t be able to miss me. There’s no way
they won’t see me today! This is the best idea I’ve had
yet!!

Theo, overcome with excitement, starts setting up for
the day. Parker is, as usual, already set up and ready
to go.
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THEO: All set up! I’ve got my outfit and everything all
ready to go, today is gonna be the day that I get my
first friend--I mean customer.

CHARLIE: It is a pretty good musical, although it’s not
my f avorite musical. I’d tell you, but you probably
wouldn’t know what musical I was talking about.

Theo cannot contain their excitement. They bounce
their ball and fidget and eventually begin singing some
sort of recognizable part of a musical theatre song on
repeat. (Not the whole song and not necessarily even
the beginning of a song, but rather a portion of the
song that’s particularly stuck in Theo’s head.)

THEO: Try me! My older brother loves musicals! What’s
your favorite musical?

Charlie enters as they normally would and almost
approaches Parker’s lemonade stand, but stops,
hearing the song Theo is singing. They approach
Theo’s lemonade stand.
Theo is very wrapped up in the ball and song and loses
themself for a moment.
CHARLIE: Hey! I love that song!

Theo jumps, startled and excited from the prospect of
their very first customer!
THEO: Oh! Hi! That song? (pauses, trying to remember
what they were just singing) Yeah!!! I love that song!
That’s one of my FAVORITE musicals ever!

CHARLIE: Well my older sister says it’s pretty
“underground” but it’s called H
 amilton.
THEO: I know H
 amilton! My brother loves H
 amilton!
CHARLIE: Oh...well, yes! Hamilton is the best musical!
THEO: It’s so fun! I love the songs! Well, the songs my
mom lets me listen to. But hey, what’s your name? My
name is Theo!
CHARLIE: Well Theo, my name is Charlie. And you’re
going to want to remember that name because
someday, I’m going to be famous! I’m going to be a
Broadway star!
THEO: Oh wow! That’s so cool! It’s nice to meet you,
Charlie! Does that mean you can sing and dance?
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CHARLIE: Duh! How could I be a Broadway star if I
couldn’t sing or dance? I’m in three dance classes
already and my dance teacher says that I’m so good
that he might let me take f our when school starts
again!
THEO: Four dance classes!? Wow!! That’s so cool! I’ve
always wanted to learn to dance! My parents are
always so busy going to my oldest brother’s football
games that they said there wasn’t time for me to take
dance classes.

THEO: Why not now?
CHARLIE: I know a lot of dances, but--I’ll--I’ll have to
choreograph o
 ne that I think will be good for you to
start with. And of course, I don’t even have the right
shoes-THEO: --How long will that take?
CHARLIE: Sometimes it takes d
 ays for me to come up
with one of m
 y dances.

CHARLIE: I can teach you to dance!

THEO: Days!?

THEO: Really!? Okay!

CHARLIE: Oh yes. But I think I could probably come up
with something to teach you by…..tomorrow?

Theo comes around to the other side of the stand to
join Charlie.
Parker looks a bit miffed that Charlie never came, but
doesn’t notice that Charlie is with Theo. Quinn enters,
briefly noticing Charlie at Theo’s stand. Quinn carries a
small squish-ball that’s a replica of the planet Earth.
Quinn reluctantly gets their lemonade and exits.
CHARLIE: Well, not right now!

THEO: That would be SO awesome!
CHARLIE: It will be awesome! Will you be here again
tomorrow?
THEO: Yes!
CHARLIE: Perfect. By the way, what are you doing
here? And what are you w
 earing?
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THEO: Oh this? I’m running a lemonade stand! And this
is my attention-grabbing outfit to attract customers.
CHARLIE: Your outfit sure is something, but lemonade?
Yum! I love lemonade. Could I have a cup?

THEO: One lemonade--extra sweet--coming right up!

Theo clumsily mixes the ingredients together and
hands the finished product to Charlie.
THEO: Here you go, Charlie!

THEO: Of course!!

Theo runs back to the other side of the counter
excitedly.

CHARLIE: Thank you, Theo! How much money do I owe
you?
THEO: Oh right! Um--how about...one dollar?

Jamie enters, holding their basketball, and approaches
Parker’s lemonade stand. Jamie gets the lemonade
and exits.
THEO: Oh no! I forgot to mix all the stuff together for
the lemonade!!
CHARLIE: Oh, that’s okay then. I can just go over to
Parker’s--

CHARLIE: Here you go! One dollar.

Charlie hands Theo the dollar and takes a sip of their
lemonade.
CHARLIE: WOW! This is the best lemonade I’ve ever
had! Thanks, Theo!
THEO: Oh yay! I’m so glad you like it!

THEO: No, wait! I have everything here. This is just
a...custom lemonade stand! How would you like your
lemonade? Sweet? Sour? In between?
CHARLIE: Oh, okay. I like my lemonade extra sweet!

CHARLIE: Mmm! SO yummy! I’ll see you tomorrow,
Theo!

Charlie exits.
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Parker has already closed up shop and cleaned up for
the day.
Theo excitedly moves to address the audience.
THEO: (to audience) I can’t believe it!! My very first
customer and a new friend! And Charlie even said
they’re coming back tomorrow to teach me a dance!
This is so exciting! I knew my attention-grabbing outfit
would work! I can’t WAIT for tomorrow!

Theo almost forgets to clean up their lemonade stand,
but remembers, and then exits.

Scene Four
The next morning.

Parker enters with their usual sense of purpose. Theo is
earlier than usual and bumps into Parker as they enter.
THEO: Whoops! Sorry!
PARKER: Ughhhhh. Again? You need to watch where
you’re going. What are you doing with all that
lemonade stuff? I thought I told you that you couldn’t
help me.
THEO: Well, Parker, since I couldn’t help you with YOUR
lemonade stand, I made my own lemonade stand! And
Charlie even said it was the best lemonade they’d ever
had!
PARKER: Charlie?? Charlie said that?
THEO: Yes they did! And Charlie’s going to come teach
me a dance today! You should come, too, Parker. I bet
it’s gonna be an awesome dance!
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PARKER: Absolutely not! I have a r eal business to run
and I have ZERO time to dance when I’m running my
lemonade stand.
THEO: Really? I had plenty of time yesterday. I could
have danced forever!
PARKER: Well that’s because you don’t have nearly the
amount of customers that I have. I have r eal work to
do, and ONCE AGAIN, you’re going to make me late.

Parker storms off to set up in a huff.
Charlie enters, catching the tail end of Parker storming
off.
CHARLIE: What’s Parker’s problem this time?
THEO: I told Parker you were going to teach me a
dance and asked if they wanted to come learn too, but
Parker’s just too busy with their lemonade stand I
guess.
CHARLIE: Yeah, that’s just how Parker is.
THEO: I don’t know why Parker wouldn’t want to dance.
It’s gonna be so much fun!

CHARLIE: Exactly. Parker never wants to do anything
fun. All Parker cares about is opening on time and
closing on time and making the line go fast. Parker has
no time for fun.
THEO: Everyone has time for fun! They just have to find
it! Why doesn’t Parker want to find time for fun?
CHARLIE: I don’t know. Parker used to come outside
and have fun with us, but a few summers ago, they
started living with their grandma and started the
lemonade stand and then Parker’s been this way ever
since. All lemonade stand and no fun.
THEO: But why would Parker make a lemonade stand
if they weren’t having fun? I met you yesterday at my
lemonade stand and we had fun!
CHARLIE: Who knows? But your lemonade stand is
much more fun than Parker’s. Parker makes me leave
as soon as I get my lemonade.

Quinn enters, noticing Charlie at Theo’s stand again.
Quinn carries a small squish-ball that’s a replica of the
planet Mars. Charlie sees Quinn and waves. Quinn
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gives a small wave back, stopping to look Charlie and
Theo’s way. Parker notices Quinn’s hesitation.
PARKER: Ahem!

Quinn turns away from Charlie and Theo, gets their
lemonade from Parker, and exits.
THEO: Well, that wasn’t very nice. That kid looked like
they wanted to come hang out with us. Who was that?
CHARLIE: That’s Quinn! Quinn’s lived here forever!
THEO: I think I scared Quinn off the other day, but I was
just trying to see if they wanted some lemonade.
CHARLIE: Quinn’s kinda shy. They’re super friendly
once you get to know them, but they don't usually go
up to new people first. Maybe I’ll bring Quinn over here
tomorrow and introduce you.
THEO: Yes! Please do! I’d love to meet Quinn.

Jamie enters, tossing their basketball up and catching
it. Jamie approaches Parker’s lemonade stand. Parker
stares daggers at Jamie until they hold their
basketball. Jamie gets the lemonade and exits.
THEO: Wow, who is that?? They’re SO good at catching
their ball. I wish I could be that good.
CHARLIE: Oh, that’s Jamie! They’re the best basketball
player on the team at school and they’ve been
carrying that basketball around for like ever.
THEO: My best friend from back home used to always
play catch with me. We threw my ball back and forth
forever and I got so much better the more we played!
But since I moved here, I can’t catch very good
anymore. I wonder if Jamie would play catch with me.
Maybe then I could get better again!
CHARLIE: Jamie’s the best. You might not be able to
keep up. But who could keep up with Jamie anyway?
Oh well. Can I have some lemonade?

CHARLIE: Quinn loves space. They probably know
more about space than anyone!

THEO: Oh! Yes! Lemonade! Extra sweet right?

THEO: Space? Space is the coolest!

CHARLIE: Extra sweet! You remembered!
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THEO: Of course!

Theo makes Charlie’s lemonade as Parker closes up
shop for the day.

CHARLIE: See you tomorrow, Theo! Thanks for the
lemonade!
THEO: Bye, Charlie! See you tomorrow!

THEO: Here you go!

Theo quickly cleans up shop to go talk to the audience.

Theo hands Charlie the lemonade and Charlie hands
Theo a dollar. Theo almost forgot to have Charlie pay.

THEO: (to audience) What a day! Charlie actually came
back and I think we’re for sure friends now. Charlie
even said they’re coming back tomorrow! This is so
exciting! Even if Parker is in a grumpy mood again, I
won’t let them get me down. There are so many cool
people here I have to meet them and become friends
with them all! Maybe I’ll even get to play catch with
Jamie and get better at catching again! That would be
the best. Thank you all for listening to me, but I gotta
get ready for another great day tomorrow!

CHARLIE: Mmm! This is superb.
THEO: Superb! Wow! I don’t know what that means but
it sounds….superb?
CHARLIE: Oh yes! I better head home to get ready for
one of my dance classes.
THEO: Hey, wait! You never taught me that dance you
were going to teach me!
CHARLIE: Well there isn’t nearly enough time to teach
you now. My dances are very challenging. I can teach
you tomorrow.
THEO: Tomorrow!? That'd be great!

Theo takes their things and exits.

15

Scene Five
The next day.

Parker enters to get to their lemonade stand earlier
today, they seem to be in a hurry. Parker talks, mostly
to themself but maybe sometimes almost to the
audience, while they set up.
PARKER: (entering) I need to get ready before Theo
gets here. I won’t let Theo ruin my day again. Ugh,
they’re so clumsy and loud…
PARKER: (setting up) Why is Charlie going to Theo’s
lemonade stand? Theo’s lemonade can’t possibly be
better than mine! Theo only started this week. I’ve had
my lemonade stand for TWO SUMMERS! It’s not fair. I
work so much harder than Theo. And then Charlie just
stops coming to my lemonade stand to go to Theo’s?
Ughhhh!

Theo enters with their usual enthusiasm, also earlier
than usual. Theo catches Parker looking at them and
waves. Parker scowls and continues setting up.
Theo shakes their head and hums while they set up for
the day.

Charlie enters and finishes the lyrics to the song Theo
is humming.
THEO: I swear you know ALL the songs, Charlie!
CHARLIE: If I’m gonna make it big, I gotta know what
I’m singing!

Parker makes it a loud point to let everyone know that
they’re set up for the day...first!
CHARLIE: (loudly) It’s not a race, Parker!

Parker ignores Charlie.
THEO: Charlie, just ignore Parker. If they don’t wanna
have fun, then let’s not let them get in the way of us
having fun.
CHARLIE: (sighs) You’re right, Theo. But hey, do you
wanna learn the dance?
THEO: You bet I do!

Theo abandons the rest of setting up the lemonade
stand to come around to the other side with Charlie.
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The dance doesn’t have to be anything overly difficult
or long, but Charlie is indeed a pretty good dancer and
Theo is clumsy, but trying their best to keep up. Charlie
believes they might just be the best dancer in the world
and dances with that same energy.

tries to follow along, but eventually ends up stumbling
over and falling.
THEO: (defeated) Oh, I’ll never be as good of a dancer
as you, Charlie. I don’t know why I’m even trying. I’m
sorry for wasting your time.

CHARLIE: So we’ll start by doing this (distinct dance
move) and then t his (different distinct dance move).

CHARLIE: Theo, not everyone is the best at dancing.

THEO: Okay this and then t his…

THEO: I know, and I’m the WORST!

CHARLIE: Well, not quite like that, but you’ll get it
eventually. Let’s keep going. Then after we do those,
then we’ll do one of t hese and then spin around and do
this.

CHARLIE: That’s not what I mean, and trust me, I’ve
seen much worse.

THEO: Okay…

CHARLIE: Not everyone is Broadway material.
(gestures to themself) But also, no one gets anywhere
without practice. Why do you think I go to dance class?
I need to practice to get better, so that I’m the best
ever when I’m old enough for Broadway.

Theo poorly attempts the moves Charlie showed them.
CHARLIE: Wait, wait, wait. Not like that. Let me show
you again.

Charlie redoes the whole sequence for Theo, trying
their best to explain, but not necessarily being at the
point of being able to teach others how to dance. Theo

THEO: Really?

THEO: That makes sense. But I like being your friend
and I wanted to learn the dance so we could keep
being friends.
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CHARLIE: Theo, I already have dance friends! I don’t
like you only because you wanted to learn my dance. I
like hanging out with you!

THEO: That’s okay! I don’t need a dollar from you.
Being your friend is worth much more than a dollar!
CHARLIE: Really? Thanks, Theo.

THEO: You do?
THEO: Order up! One extra sweet lemonade!
CHARLIE: Of course! Besides, if you were as good a
dancer as me, then you’d be competition.
THEO: I wouldn’t be too worried about that, Charlie.
CHARLIE: And and and! You make the best lemonade in
the world!
THEO: Wow, thanks, Charlie. Do you want some!?
CHARLIE: Um yes!

Theo realizes they never finished setting up and does
so before making Charlie a cup of lemonade.
Charlie reaches into their pocket.
CHARLIE: Wait, oh no! I forgot my money at home.
Nevermind. I’ll get lemonade tomorrow.

Quinn enters, carrying a Jupiter squish ball. Quinn is
notably more hesitant today than we’ve ever seen
them. Parker is eyeing them intensely. Quinn sees Theo
and Charlie laughing together. Quinn stops, looking
between Parker and Theo’s stands. They’re torn.
PARKER: Come on, Quinn!

Parker’s voice halts Theo and Charlie and they notice
Quinn standing there. Quinn looks to Parker and again
to Theo and Charlie. Charlie and Theo wave to Quinn.
Quinn fumbles nervously with their Jupiter ball. Without
leaving time to second guess themself, Quinn hurriedly
walks over to Theo’s lemonade stand.
CHARLIE: Hey, Quinn!
QUINN: Hi, Charlie.
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THEO: Hi Quinn! I’m Theo! I’ve heard so much about
you! Do you want some lemonade?

CHARLIE: Who cares what Parker thinks? Parker isn’t
nice to you.

QUINN: Hi, Theo. Nice to meet you. Uh, sure. Yes please.

QUINN: I know, but I just don’t want Parker to hate me.

Quinn is noticeably nervous and is clinging tight to their
Jupiter ball.

Quinn glances briefly in Parker’s direction. Parker is
noticeably frustrated.

THEO: How would you like it?
QUINN: How would I like what?
THEO: How would you like your lemonade? Charlie
likes theirs extra sweet. How do you like yours, Quinn?

CHARLIE: Quinn, if Parker was a good friend, they’d
actually want to hang out with you and talk to you
instead of just selling you lemonade and making you
leave. Are you friends with the cashier at the grocery
store?
QUINN: Well, no, but--

QUINN: Oh. Um, not too sweet...but not too sour either?
CHARLIE: Then what’s the difference?
THEO: Not too sweet, but not too sour. It sounds like
you like your lemonade “Just Right.” One “Just Right”
lemonade coming right up!

Theo begins making Quinn’s lemonade.
CHARLIE: I’m glad you came over, Quinn!

Quinn thinks on this for a moment.
THEO: Order up! One “Just Right” lemonade just for
you, Quinn.

Quinn hands Theo a dollar and switches their Jupiter to
the other hand to accept the lemonade.

QUINN: Thanks, Charlie. I hope Parker isn’t mad at me.
THEO: What’s that?

19

QUINN: What’s what?
THEO: That ball in your hand! It’s kinda cool!

CHARLIE: Wow, I could only take like two dance classes
in a day if I lived on Jupiter.

Parker’s eyes are fixed on Theo’s lemonade stand.
Parker can’t stop watching.

QUINN: It’s Jupiter!
THEO: Oh right! Charlie told me that you know like
EVERYTHING about space.
QUINN: Actually one of the cool things about space is
that NO ONE gets to know everything about it! The
universe is so big that it never ends! It’s i nfinite.
CHARLIE: Wow, that’s huge!
QUINN: So is Jupiter! It’s the biggest planet in our solar
system, but get this--it also has the shortest day!
THEO: Jupiter’s day is shorter!? How is Jupiter’s day
shorter than ours?
QUINN: You know how our day is 24 hours long? Well
that’s because it takes 24 hours for Earth to spin once
on its axis so that’s how long the day is! Jupiter spins
super fast, so it only takes 10 hours for it to spin on its
axis, so Jupiter’s day is only 10 hours long!

QUINN: And you know what else? Jupiter has this thing
called The Great Red Spot.

Quinn sets down their lemonade and turns the Jupiter
ball to point out The Great Red Spot to Charlie and
Theo.
QUINN: It looks itty bitty on the ball, but it’s actually SO
BIG!
THEO: Really?
QUINN: It’s SO BIG that it could fit almost three whole
Earths inside of it!
CHARLIE: Wow, that’s huge!
QUINN: SO huge!

Jamie enters, dribbling their basketball. Parker’s eyes
are still fixed on Theo’s lemonade stand, so Parker
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doesn’t immediately notice Jamie’s arrival. Jamie halts
their own ball before getting up to Parker’s lemonade
stand. Parker finally notices Jamie. Parker thrusts out
their hand, waiting for Jamie’s dollar. After Jamie gives
Parker the dollar, Parker pours Jamie’s lemonade and
shoos them away. Jamie is taken aback by Parker’s
extra rude attitude and exits.
QUINN: And you know what else? You know how we
have the moon?
THEO: The moon is so pretty!
QUINN: Jupiter has over 70 moons and scientists are
still finding more moons all the time!
CHARLIE: Wow, imagine what the sky would look like at
night if we had 70 moons. There’d be no room left for
the stars.
THEO: Wow! Seventy moons! It’d be like--

Theo picks up as many extra lemons as they can hold
and starts holding them to the sky like Jupiter’s moons.
Charlie and Quinn join in and they laugh at all of the
lemon moons in the sky.

Parker packs up for the day and interrupts the group
by storming through their area to leave in a huff.
QUINN: Oh, no. I think I made Parker mad.

Quinn sets their lemons back down. Charlie and Theo
follow suit.
CHARLIE: Don’t worry about Parker, Quinn.
THEO: Yeah, don’t worry. I tried to make friends with
Parker too, but they didn’t want me to hang out with
them. I think Parker would have so much fun hanging
out with us, but they didn’t wanna.
CHARLIE: Quinn, aren’t you going to try your
lemonade?
QUINN: Oh yeah! I almost forgot.

Quinn picks up their lemonade and takes a drink.
QUINN: Wow! This really is Just Right! This is the best,
Theo. Thank you!
THEO: Oh yay! I’m so glad you like it.

21
CHARLIE: Theo, it’s getting kinda late. Should we clean
up for the day?
THEO: Oh yeah, that’s probably a good idea.
QUINN: We’ll help!
THEO: Really? That’s so nice! You guys are the best!
CHARLIE: Wait! I have an idea! Let’s clean up...like we’re
walking on the moon!
THEO: Yes, let’s!

The three of them clean up the lemonade stand like
they’re walking on the moon.
THEO: Thanks for your help!
CHARLIE: Bye, Theo! See you tomorrow!
QUINN: It was nice to meet you, see you tomorrow,
Theo!
THEO: See you tomorrow!

Charlie and Quinn exit and Theo watches them go
before talking to the audience.
THEO: (to audience) I can’t believe it! Two friends now!
I’m so glad Quinn came over to hang out today.
They’re so cool and I learned so much cool stuff about
space and the universe. I even got to try and learn
Charlie’s dance today! Maybe tomorrow one of them
will want to play catch with me! I gotta go, but I can’t
wait for tomorrow!
Theo exits.
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Scene Six
The next day.

Parker enters, clearly still upset about the day before.
They set up for the day hastily. There’s no sign of Theo
and Parker looks toward the audience, debating.
Parker doesn’t approach, but talks--mostly to the
audience, but they aren’t quite sure how it’s done.
PARKER: First Theo stole Charlie from me. Now Quinn
too? Theo just moved here and now they’re taking all
of my customers. I’ve been working harder than
anyone for TWO SUMMERS now and then Theo just
rolls up and takes all my customers? It’s not fair! I only
have one left and just one customer isn’t enough to be
a successful business!

Theo enters. Parker sees them and pretends they
weren’t just talking to the audience.
Theo considers waving to Parker, but thinks better of it.
Theo finishes getting ready surprisingly quickly. They
look around and see no one approaching yet, so Theo
decides to throw their bouncy ball up in the air and
catch it. Theo is rarely successful in this endeavor and
ends up chasing it quite a bit. Theo is still trying to

catch it when Charlie and Quinn approach. Quinn
carries a Moon squish ball today.
CHARLIE: Hey, Theo!
QUINN: Hi, Theo!

Theo turns to see them and consequently misses the
ball and runs to grab it.
THEO: Oh hey! Anyone wanna play catch with me? I
get better at catching when I have someone to play
with.
CHARLIE: Oh, I’m no good at catching. That’s why I
dance! There’s no ball that can hit me in ballet. ( Charlie
does a ballet move.)
THEO: That’s okay, Charlie. You already know dancing
isn’t exactly my thing! What about you, Quinn? Do you
want to play catch with me?
QUINN: No thank you, but could I have some
lemonade? I want a “Just Right”, please.
THEO: Oh yes! Absolutely! One “Just Right” coming
right up!
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Theo hurries behind the counter to make Quinn their
lemonade.
THEO: What planet do you have today, Quinn?
QUINN: It’s not a planet, Theo. It’s the moon! Tonight is
the full moon, so I had to bring my moon today.
THEO: Of course! You had to celebrate the full moon!
It’s always so pretty. Here’s your lemonade, Quinn!
QUINN: Thanks! Mmm “Just Right!”
THEO: Charlie, do you want your usual? Extra sweet?
CHARLIE: You know I do!

Theo prepares Charlie’s lemonade.
QUINN: It’s actually a special full moon tonight. It’s
called the Strawberry Moon!
CHARLIE: Ooh that sounds cute! What does that mean?

QUINN: Well really it just means that it’s the full moon
in June, but they call it that because it’s when
strawberries are ready to be picked.
THEO: Mmm. I love strawberries! Here you go, Charlie!

Charlie takes the lemonade and drinks some.
Jamie enters, dribbling their basketball fiercer than
we’ve ever seen. Parker has again been staring down
Theo’s lemonade stand, but turns their focus sharply
on Jamie.
PARKER: Jamie! How many times to I have to tell you!?
No dribbling near my lemonade stand! I don’t want you
to ruin it!

Jamie halts their ball for a moment.
JAMIE: No dribbling? You mean like t his?

Jamie dribbles closer to the lemonade stand, taunting
Parker.
PARKER: Yes, I mean EXACTLY like that. Stop it! Stop it
right now.
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Jamie continues dribbling.
QUINN: I can’t believe you caught that!
JAMIE: I’m sorry, were you saying something? I can’t
hear you over the sound of my ball hitting the ground.
It’s pretty loud.

THEO: I can’t either!

Jamie crosses to Theo and the others.
Theo, Charlie, and Quinn are all watching this play out,
holding back laughter.
PARKER: Jamie! I mean it! Stop!

Jamie continues dribbling, closer yet.
PARKER: JAMIE-JAMIE: Think fast!

Jamie fakes throwing the ball at Parker, but it
accidentally slips from their hands and flies over
toward Theo’s lemonade stand. Miraculously, Theo
catches it.
THEO: Oh my gosh!

Charlie, Quinn, and Jamie look to Theo in wonder.
CHARLIE: Wow, Theo! That was awesome!

JAMIE: Wow, that was a solid catch! That was so cool!
Sorry about that. I didn’t mean for it to come your way,
but it looks like you had it under control!
THEO: I guess so! Wow! I really can’t believe I caught
that!
JAMIE: That was seriously impressive. Do you play
basketball or something?
THEO: No! I used to play catch all the time with my best
friend back home and I got really good when we would
play together, but I’ve never played anything.

Theo hands Jamie the ball.
JAMIE: Well you should! That was an awesome catch.
I’m Jamie by the way. What’s your name?
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THEO: I’m Theo! It’s nice to meet you, Jamie. Charlie
and Quinn told me all about how good you are at
basketball and I was hoping maybe we could play
sometime if we became friends…
JAMIE: I don’t know if I could keep up with you, Theo,
but that sounds like a lot of fun!

Parker is absolutely seething watching Theo’s
lemonade stand.

JAMIE: Uhhh, what do you mean?
THEO: Well Charlie likes their lemonade extra sweet,
Quinn likes their lemonade “Just Right”, so how do you
like your lemonade, Jamie?
JAMIE: Oh that’s cool! I didn’t know we could choose.
Can I have mine extra cold? It’s such a hot day.
THEO: Absolutely! One extra cold lemonade coming
right up!

THEO: Really!? Oh my gosh that would be the BEST!
JAMIE: Seriously anytime! Are you new around here?
I’ve never seen you before.
THEO: I just moved into the neighborhood, but I’ve
made friends with Charlie and Quinn already!

Theo begins to make Jamie’s lemonade, but Parker
storms over to the stand, unable to stop themself
anymore.
PARKER: Stop! Stop! Stop!
THEO: What’s wrong?

CHARLIE: Yeah, Theo’s the best!
QUINN: And they make the best lemonade in the world!
JAMIE: Ooh lemonade! I could go for one of those. Can
I have some lemonade please?
THEO: Of course! How would you like your lemonade?

PARKER: You’ve taken all my customers! First Charlie,
then Quinn, and Jamie was the last one I had! My
lemonade stand is the best and I work so much harder
than you, and it’s not fair that you’re taking all my
customers, Theo!
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THEO: Parker, I never wanted to take your customers. I
just wanted to make friends. I tried to be your friend,
but you wouldn’t let me hang out with you at your
lemonade stand. I figured the only way to make friends
was to make my own lemonade stand that your
friends could come to after yours.

CHARLIE: Theo didn’t do anything wrong! Parker, ever
since you opened your lemonade stand that’s all you
care about.

PARKER: There can only be one! People don’t want to
go to TWO lemonade stands. Only one! And I was here
first, so it’s only fair that you close your lemonade
stand and then everyone HAS to come back to mine.

PARKER: We ARE all friends, but now I run a business.
You’re just jealous--

CHARLIE: No. I don’t want to go back to your lemonade
stand, Parker.
QUINN: I don’t either.

QUINN: We used to all be friends before you opened
the lemonade stand.

CHARLIE: Parker! No! You’re not getting it. Ever since
you opened your lemonade stand, you stopped caring
about us at all. Do you think I couldn’t make my own
lemonade? I can! I didn’t ever go to your lemonade
stand because I cared that much about lemonade. I
went because you’re my friend and I wanted to hang
out with you...well at least you used to be.

JAMIE: I don’t really want to either.
PARKER: What!? Why not? All of you used to come
every day and ever since Theo opened their lemonade
stand, Theo stole all of you from me!
THEO: I didn’t mean to--

JAMIE: Yeah, once you made that lemonade stand you
stopped being nice to us. You stopped talking to me
other than yelling at me for dribbling my basketball.
PARKER: You were gonna ruin my lemonade stand if it
got away from you!
JAMIE: See! That’s just it! You don’t care about us. You
only care about your lemonade stand.
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CHARLIE: I’m in three dance classes right now and you
don’t even know that because you never talk to me
anymore!
JAMIE: Yeah! My travel team just won our game this
weekend and you don’t know that either.
QUINN: And it’s a full moon tonight and you even don’t
care!
PARKER: Well I have to get you through the line so the
next customer-CHARLIE: See right there, Parker! You only see us as
“customers” anymore and we used to be friends. Theo
cares about being our friend more than their lemonade
stand.

only care about lemonade and customers and you
haven’t been a very good friend to any of us. And
Theo’s lemonade is better!
THEO: Parker, I thought it was really cool that you had
a lemonade stand and all these friends and I just
wanted to be your friend, too. But you weren’t very
nice to me and all I ever wanted to do was be your
friend. I’ll still be your friend, but I don’t think you really
want to be mine.
PARKER: I didn’t want you to mess it all up, Theo! And
now it’s clear you did anyway, so I guess it doesn’t
matter anymore. No one even wants to come to my
lemonade stand at all…(holding back tears)

Parker leaves the group before they all see them
crying.

QUINN: Yeah, Theo always talks to me about space! I
love space. I have fun hanging out with Theo.

There is quiet at Theo’s lemonade stand for a moment.
They all look around, unsure of how to address what
just happened.

JAMIE: And Theo wants to play ball with me. I’m hardly
allowed to hold my basketball at your lemonade stand.

JAMIE: Um, Theo? Could I have my lemonade?

CHARLIE: And Theo let me teach them a dance! Theo
actually wants to be our friend and cares about us. You

Theo had long since finished making the lemonade, but
it got front row seats to all that just went down.
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THEO: (laughs) Oh yeah! Here you go! Extra cold!

The four of them continue to laugh and chat, but it
fades into the background as Parker becomes the
focus and addresses the audience.
PARKER: (to audience) No one wants to come to my
lemonade stand. No one wants to be my friend. No one
likes me. No one wants me around.

Jamie and Theo bounce Theo’s ball to each other,
while Charlie and Quinn chat.
PARKER: (to audience) I just wanted to make my
lemonade stand the best lemonade stand ever. I didn’t
mean to hurt my friends along the way. I guess I
probably was kinda mean to them, but I just wanted to
make it the best.

Parker looks over their shoulder at the group.
PARKER: (to audience) They look like they’re having
fun....

The group laughs at something Jamie said.

PARKER: (to audience) They probably never wanna
see me again.. I wonder if they’d let me be friends with
them again…I guess I haven’t been a very good friend
lately. How do you think I can make it up to them?
(Parker may accept audience suggestions if they’re
given, but they should not solicit them from anyone in
particular to single them out. If none are tossed out,
Parker should say:
PARKER: Maybe I should try and apologize.

Parker has several long moments where they debate
with themselves whether or not to go over there. In the
background, the four in the back are still having fun
and laughing and enjoying each other’s company.
Finally, Parker stands up and brushes themself off and
hesitantly approaches.
Noticing Parker’s approach, the four of them get quiet,
waiting to see what Parker will say.
There is a long pause before Parker finds something to
say.
PARKER: Hi...um...I just wanted to say I’m sorry
and....um...can I please have some lemonade, Theo?
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There’s a long pause and everyone looks to Theo,
anxiously waiting to see what they’ll say.
THEO: (relieved) How would you like your lemonade,
Parker?
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some note as the first documentation of ADHD from Theophrastus who was a student
of Aristotle:
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had anything to say about it. Lemonade Stand is the culmination of countless personal
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neurodiversity, and the hope that my one play might inspire even one person to
reconsider if their theatre is accessible to all folks, rather than just neurotypical
folks.
- Kate Tayler, playwright
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